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TWO PROHIBITIONS
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There are two prohibitions in the second commandment

Worshiping Yahweh through images

% 2 ; ’s “God will not have his legitimate worship profaned by superstitious rites.”
77 ";ﬁ 3 (Calvin)
Worship of images in general

7 The command prohibits worship of any “thing” in creation, not just animals. 7%
/12’

O )J Since God cannot be representedin an idol or an image, an idol is
9 7« _* automatically“another god”.
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’s “3, (23, The god’s presence was marked and
@ < {' O mediated by the image.
| PR, : ‘)
3) (>;' %% . * The god received worship through the
o —% (-)4‘3 image.
v
‘59 21‘:, Z ), Many scholars argue that the image was not
G2 f,}. 7/ thought to actually be the deity.Instead, it
'?9 o’ /“f was meant to channel the presence of the
Z3 /5 deity.
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PROPER WORSHIP
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s Iy, s The true God does not need his presence to be mediated |
/<, < ~ : :

Do < ¢ O, through physical objects.
321‘ ();’5-\% ' * He ask us to worship him “in Spirit and in truth” (John

ehe 4:23
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- g orship of images either blurs or erases the line between &
94‘ ,}'}/ Worship of images either bl he line b

3 }0 )J Creation and Creator.
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25 ,2{“ Worship is in one direction. From Creation to God.
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% 0,,}- '{Z» Q’ As the supreme God and Creator, Yahweh »;{9/.52383 |
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A “|JEALOUS” GOD
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¢ Jealousy is not a vice when in reference to a
e 0‘& relationship that is properly exclusive.

’b ‘?}c 2 El Qanna “An Impassioned God”

K 4 \%} 7 Other gods may tolerate other worship “partners”.
)J Yahweh does not. ’God cannot bear a partner”

,2;“ (Calvin)
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HUMANS ARE NATURAL IDOLATERS |25 2 ’s
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. % : o like rather than listening to what he has told CLRL0 A T
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2) }O < Tgc? second commandment is God’s way of '\b > o‘.’é;.o:. |
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> s (3} Does veneration of icons of Jesus and

@, 2% 724 the saints count as a violation of the
s O

s, O, 76 o > second commandment?

U 27

ofe ()4, The Seventh Ecumenical Council
~  (787)

’)) 7 ) Later Protestant Traditions also reject
\f icons and veneration of the saints and

5 of icons.
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APPLICATIONS
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‘s ; {?.,. Qg, How have we worshiped God in ways that are contrary to how |
/2‘7;' e A O he has revealed himself in scripture? >
s O35 % | SR . i
2) ;};f \% . * How have we invested special significance in physical objects? 2,
‘1‘() che 4&’ How have we blurred the line of division between Creation and *

>y o ,’} the Creator? b
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- ’ ) If God doesn’t mediate his presence through physical objects,in |

> O, ‘f what ways does he make himself present to us today? :5
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